May 2, 2018
Dear Students and Parents,

In order to prepare incoming sophomores for Advanced Placement World History, we are requiring all students who will be taking the class next year to read Guns, Germs, and Steel by Jared Diamond over the summer. This Pulitzer Prize-winning book examines the question of why some cultures dominated the events of World History and why other cultures were dominated. In trying to explain the complexity of human history, Diamond uses a series of analytical questions to find the root causes of events. The ability to ask high-level questions and analyze global events in order to find connections are two of the skills that we want all sophomores in AP World History to develop and use. The book provides an overview of what students will study in the class, while focusing on specific historical scenarios that illustrate the author’s theories.

The summer assignment must be turned in on the first day of class (Monday; August 20, 2018) for a grade. There will be a test-grade assignment over the book at the end of the first week of classes. 
Read all the directions carefully before beginning the assignment. If this assignment is not turned in, complete, on the first day of school you will be removed from AP World History and re-enrolled into an on-level World History class. 

The summer assignment can be accessed at my website at…

https://sites.google.com/a/kaufman-isd.net/templeofdoom/subject-1
You can also find the assignment in the KHS counselor’s office during summer office hours and on the Kaufman High School Website.  

The book will be used as a reference throughout the year. Please contact me if you have any questions about the assignment. Have a great summer.

Sincerely, 

David C. White

Department Chair

KHS Social Studies

dwhite@kaufman-isd.net
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1.) What is Yali’s question and what does Yali mean by this?

2.) What are the other commonly espoused answers to “Yali’s question,” and how does Jared Diamond address and refute each of them?




3.) What is the difference between proximate causes and ultimate causes?

4.) Why does Diamond hypothesize that New Guineans might be, on average, “smarter” than Westerners?

5.) How are the Polynesian Islands “an experiment of history?” What conclusions does Diamond draw from their history?

6.) How is farming an “auto-catalytic” process? How does this account for the great disparities in societies, as well as for the possibilities of parallel evolution?

7.) Why did almonds prove domesticable while acorns were not? What significance does this have?

8.) How does Diamond explain the fact that domesticable American apples and grapes were not domesticated until the arrival of Europeans?

9.) What were the advantages enjoyed by the Fertile Crescent that allowed it to be the earliest site of development for most of the building blocks of civilization? How does Diamond explain the fact that it was nevertheless Europe and not southwest Asia that ended up spreading its culture to the rest of the world?

10.) What does the modern failure to domesticate the eland suggest about the reasons why some peoples independently developed domestic animals and others did not?

11.) What is the importance of the “Anna Karenina principle?”

12.) How does comparing mutations help one trace the spread of agriculture?

13.) How does civilization lead to epidemics?

14.) According to Diamond, how does religion evolve along with increasingly complex societies?

15.) How is linguistic evidence used to draw conclusions about the spread of peoples in China, southeast Asia, the Pacific, and Africa?

16.) What is the significance of the differing outcomes of Austronesian expansion in Indonesia and New Guinea?

17.) How does Diamond explain China’s striking unity and Europe’s persistent disunity? What consequences do these conditions have for world history?

18.) How does Diamond refute the charge that Australia is proof that difference in the fates of human societies are a matter of people and not environment?

19.) Diamond offers two tribes, the Chimbu and the Daribi, as examples of differing receptivities to innovation. Do you think he would accept larger, continent-wide differences in receptivity? Why or why not? How problematic might cultural factors prove for Diamond’s arguments?

20.) Answer the following questions to help explain the titles for the chapters in the book.

Chapter 1 – What is the “starting line” and who is brought up to it?

Chapter 2 – What was the “experiment” that happened in Polynesia and what were the results of the “experiment?”

Chapter 3 – What two forces collided at Cajamarca? Which side won and why?

Chapter 4 – What power did farmers have and how did they use it?

Chapter 5 – Who are the “Haves” and who are the “Have Nots?” What does each group have or not have?

Chapter 6 – Why would people choose “not to farm?” What are the results of this decision?

Chapter 7 – How was the almond “made” and why is this so important to history?

Chapter 8 – What are the two choices symbolized by “apples” and “Indians?”

What are the outcomes of each choice?

Chapter 9 – Explain the importance of the three parts of the title. Then, explain the connection between the three.

Chapter 10 – What are the “titled axes” and why are they so important to history?

Chapter 11 – How can livestock be considered “lethal?” Why are livestock considered a “gift?”

Chapter 12 – What was “borrowed” in the evolution of writing and from whom was it borrowed? How are “blueprints” involved in writing?

Chapter 13 – What popular saying is the title derived from? Why does Diamond twist the saying this way?

Chapter 14 – Define “egalitarianism” and “kleptocracy.” What moves a civilization “from egalitarianism to kleptocracy?”

Chapter 15 – Why are the people of Australia and New Guinea specifically linked to Yali?

Chapter 16 – Explain “how China became Chinese.”

Chapter 17 – Why does Diamond use “speedboat” in the title of this chapter?

Chapter 18 – Why are the two “hemispheres colliding” and what is the outcome of this collision?

Chapter 19 – Explain “how Africa became black.”

21. What is the importance of the order of the chapters? Why, for example, is “Collision at Cajamarca” – which describes events that occur thousands of years after those described in the subsequent chapters – placed where it is?  

Guns, Germs, and Steel by Jared Diamond can be found at most libraries, Amazon and new or used book sellers.





Remember the following…





1.) Answer the question fully in your own handwriting. 


2.) Use complete sentences.


3.) Use quotations from the book to support your answers.


4.) Write your answers on this assignment.


5.) If you lose this assignment you may download it from my page on the KHS website at � HYPERLINK "https://sites.google.com/a/kaufman-isd.net/templeofdoom/subject-1" �https://sites.google.com/a/kaufman-isd.net/templeofdoom/subject-1�





This assignment will be due the FIRST day of school…No exceptions.  














