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Introduction

The Advanced Placement Program (AP) offers a course and exam in AP United States History to qualified students who wish to complete studies in secondary school equivalent to an introductory college course in U.S. History. The AP U.S. History exam presumes at least one year of college-level preparation.

Purpose

The AP U.S. History course is designed to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials in U.S. history. The program prepares students for intermediate and advanced college courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full year introductory college courses. Students should learn to assess historical materials – their relevance to a given interpretive problem, reliability, and importance – and to weigh the evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship. An AP U.S. History course should thus develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in essay format.

Course Themes

The themes listed in this section are designed to encourage students to think conceptually about the American past and to focus on historical change over time.  These themes should be used with the course outline attached to this syllabus.  These themes are used to unify concepts to help students synthesize material and place the history of the United States into larger analytical contexts.

1.   American Diversity:  The diversity of the American people and the relationships among different groups.  The roles of race, class, ethnicity, and gender in the history of the United States.

American Identity:  Views of the American national character and ideas about American exceptionalism.  Recognizing regional differences within the context of what it means to be an American.

2.  Culture:  Diverse individual and collective expressions through literature, art, philosophy, music, theatre, and film throughout U.S. History.  Popular culture and dimensions of cultural conflict within American society.

3.  Demographic Changes:  Changes in birth, marriage, and death rates; life expectancy and family patterns; population size and density.  The economic, social, and political effects of immigration, internal migration, and migration networks.

4.  Economic Transformations:  Changes in trade commerce, and technology across time.  The effects of capitalist development, labor and unions, and consumerism.

5.  Environment:  Ideas about the consumption and conservation of natural resources.  The impact of population growth, industrialization, pollution, and urban and suburban expansion.

6.  Globalization:  Engagement with the rest of the world from the 15th century to the present:  colonialism, mercantilism, and global hegemony, development of markets, imperialism, and cultural exchange.

7.  Politics and Citizenship:  Colonial and revolutionary’s legacies, American political traditions, growth of democracy, and the development of modern state.  Defining citizenship; struggles for civil rights.

8.  Reform:  Diverse movements focusing on a broad range of issues, including antislavery, education, labor, temperance, woman’s rights, civil rights, gay rights, war, public health, and government.

9.  Religion:  The variety of religious beliefs and practices in America from prehistory to the 21st century, influence of religion on politics, economics, and society.

10.  Slavery and Its Legacies in North America:  Systems of slave labor and other forms of unfree labor in Native American societies, the Atlantic World, and the American South and West.  The economics of slavery and its racial dimensions.  Patterns of resistance and the long-term economics, political, and social effects of slavery.

11.  War and Diplomacy:  Armed conflict from the pre-colonial period to the 21st century; impact of war on American foreign policy and on politics, economy, and society.

The AP Exam

The exam in 3 hours and 5 minutes in length and consists of two sections: a 55-minute multiple-choice section and a 130-minute free-response section. The free-response section begins with a mandatory 15-minute reading period. Students are advised to spend most of the 15 minutes analyzing the documents and planning their answer to the document-based essay question (DBQ) in Part A. Suggested writing time for the DBQ is 45 minutes.

Parts B and C each include two standard essay questions that, with the DBQ, cover the period from the first European explorations of the Americas to the present. Students are required to answer one essay question in each part in a total of 70 minutes. For each of the essay questions students choose to answer in Parts B and C, it is suggested they spend 5 minutes planning and 30 minutes writing.

Both the multiple-choice and the free-response sections cover the period from the first European explorations of the Americas to the present, although a majority of questions are on the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

Whereas the multiple-choice section may include a few questions from the period since 1980, neither the DBQ nor any of the four essay questions in Parts B and C will deal exclusively with this period. Together, the multiple-choice and free-response sections cover political institutions, behavior, and public policy; social change, and cultural and intellectual developments; diplomacy and international relations; and economic developments.

Period Covered 



Approximate Percentage of Multiple-Choice Section

Pre-Columbian to 1789 





20%

1790 to 1914 






45%

1915 to the present 





35%

Material Covered 


Approximate Percentage of Multiple-Choice Section

Political institutions, behavior, and 




35%

public policy

Social change, and cultural and 




40%

intellectual developments

Diplomacy and international relations 



15%

Economic developments 





10%

The standard essay questions may require students to relate developments in different areas (e.g. the political implications of an economic issue) to analyze common themes in different time periods (e.g. the concept of national interest in U.S. foreign policy), or to compare individual or group experiences that reflect socioeconomic, ethnic, racial, or gender differences (e.g. social mobility and cultural pluralism).

Answers to standard essay questions will be judged on the strength of thesis developed, the quality of historical argument, and the evidence offered in support of the argument, rather than on the actual information, per se. Unless a question asks otherwise, students will not be penalized for omitting one or another specific illustration.

The required DBQ differs from the standard essays in its emphasis on the ability to analyze AND synthesize historical data and assess verbal, quantitative, or pictorial materials as historical evidence. Like the standard essay, however, the DBQ will also be judged on its thesis, argument, and supporting evidence. The DBQ will typically require students to relate the documents to a historical time period or theme and, thus, to focus on major periods and issues. For this reason, outside knowledge is very important and must be incorporated into the student’s essay if the highest scores are to be earned. It should be noted that the emphasis of the DBQ will be on analysis and synthesis, not historical narrative.

Scores earned on the multiple-choice and free-response sections each account for one-half of the student’s exam grade. Within the free-response section, the DBQ accounts for 45 percent; the two standard essays count for 55 percent.

Course Texts and Readings

Brinkley, Alan:  American History: A Survey

Newman, John J.:  United States History: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination (Paperback) 
Selected Articles and Readings:  In Class and Online
Course Outline

Unit 1: Pre-Columbian Societies and

Transatlantic Encounters and Colonial Beginnings (1492-1690)
Summer Homework/August 22-26
Topic Outline – Pre-Columbian Societies:

1. Early inhabitants of the Americas

2. American Indian empires in Mesoamerica, the Southwest, and the Mississippi Valley

3. American Indian cultures of North America at the time of European contact

Topic Outline – Transatlantic Encounters and Colonial Beginnings:

4. First European contacts with Native Americans

5. Spain’s empire in North America

6. French colonization of Canada

7. English settlement of New England, the Mid-Atlantic region, and the South

8. From servitude to slavery in the Chesapeake region

9. Religious diversity in the American colonies

10. Resistance to colonial authority: Bacon’s Rebellion, the Glorious Revolution, and the Pueblo Revolt

Readings:

Chapter 1: The Meeting of Cultures (2-35)

Chapter 2: Transplantations and Borderlands (37-71)

Unit 2: Colonial North America (1690-1754)
Summer Homework/August 29-September 2
Topic Outline – Colonial North America:

1. Population growth and immigration

2. Transatlantic trade and the growth of seaports

3. The eighteenth-century back country

4. Growth of plantation economies and slave societies

5. The Enlightenment and the Great Awakening

6. Colonial governments and imperial policy in British North America

Readings:

Chapter 3: Society and Culture in Provincial America (75-112)

Unit 3: The American Revolutionary Era (1754-1789)

Summer Homework/September 6-9/September 12-16
Topic Outline – The American Revolutionary Era:

7. The French and Indian War

8. The Imperial Crisis and resistance to Britain

9. The War for Independence

10. State constitutions and the Articles of Confederation

11. The federal Constitution
Readings:

Chapter 4: The Empire in Transition (117-148)

Chapter 5: The American Revolution (151-189)

Unit 4: The Early Republic (1789-1815)
September 19-23/September 26-30
Topic Outline – The Early Republic:

1. Washington, Hamilton, and shaping the national government

2. Emergence of political parties: Federalists and Republicans

3. Republican Motherhood and education for women

4. Beginnings o the Second Great Awakening

5. Significance of Jefferson’s presidency

6. Expansion into the trans-Appalachian West; American Indian resistance

7. Growth of slavery and free Black communities

8. The War of 1812 and its consequences

Readings:

Chapter 6: The Constitution and the New Republic (193-217)

Chapter 7: The Jefferson Era (221-262)

Unit 5: Transformation of Politics in Antebellum America
October 3-7/October 11-14
Topic Outline – The Transformation of Politics in Antebellum America:

1. Emergence of the second party system

2. Federal authority and its opponents: judicial federalism, the Bank War, tariff controversy, and states’

rights debates

3. Jacksonian democracy and its successes and limitations

Readings:

Chapter 8: Varieties of American Nationalism (265-287)

Chapter 9: Jacksonian America (291-322)

Unit 6: Transformation of the Economy and Society in Antebellum America and

Religion, Reform, and Renaissance in Antebellum America

October 17-21/October 24-October 28
Topic Outline – Transformation of the Economy and Society in Antebellum America:

1. The transformation revolution and creation of a national market economy

2. Beginnings of industrialization and changes in social and class structures

3. Immigration and nativist reaction

4. Planters, yeoman farmers, and slaves in the cotton South

Topic Outline – Religion, Reform, and Renaissance in Antebellum America:

5. Evangelical Protestant revolution

6. Social reforms

7. Ideals of domesticity

8. Transcendentalism and utopian communities

9. American Renaissance: literary and artistic expressions

Readings:

Chapter 10: America’s Economic Revolution (325-367)

Chapter 11: Cotton, Slavery, and the Old South (371-396)

Chapter 12: Antebellum Culture and Reform (399-425)

Unit 7: Territorial Expansion and Manifest Destiny and

The Crisis of Union
October 31-November 4/November 7-11
Topic Outline – Territorial Expansion and Manifest Destiny:

1. Forced removal of American Indians to the trans-Mississippi West

2. Western migration and cultural interactions

3. Territorial acquisitions

4. Early U.S. Imperialism: the Mexican War

Topic Outline – The Crisis of Union:

5. Pro- and antislavery arguments and conflicts

6. Compromise of 1850 and popular sovereignty

7. The Kansas-Nebraska Act and the emergence of the Republican Party

8. Abraham Lincoln, the election of 1860, and secession

Readings:

Chapter 13: The Impending Crisis (429-464)

Unit 8: Civil War and

Reconstruction and the Origins of the New South
November 14-18/ November 21-22
Topic Outline – Civil War:

1. Two societies at war: mobilization, resources, and internal dissent

2. Military strategies and foreign diplomacy

3. Emancipation and the role of African Americans in the war

4. Social, political, and economic effects of war in the North, South, and West

Topic Outline – Reconstruction:

1. Presidential and Radical Reconstruction

2. Southern state governments: aspirations, achievements, failures

3. Role of African Americans in politics, education, and the economy

4. Compromise of 1877

5. Impact of Reconstruction

Topic Outline – The Origins of the New South:

6. Reconfiguration of southern agriculture: sharecropping and crop lien system

7. Expansion of manufacturing and industrialization

8. The politics of segregation: Jim Crow and disenfranchisement

Readings:

Chapter 14: The Civil War (467-503)

Chapter 15: Reconstruction and the New South (507-550)

Unit 9: The Late Nineteenth Century
November 28-December 2/December 5-9/December 12-16
Topic Outline – Development of the West in the Late Nineteenth Century:

1. Expansion and development of western railroads

2. Competitors for the West: miners, ranchers, homesteaders, and American Indians

3. Government policy toward American Indians

4. Gender, race, and ethnicity in the far West

5. Environmental impacts of western settlement

Topic Outline – Industrial America in the Late Nineteenth Century:

1. Corporate consolidation of industry

2. Effects of technological development on the worker and workplace

3. Labor and unions

4. National politics and influence of corporate power

5. Migration and immigration: the changing face of the nation

6. Proponents and opponents of the new order (e.g. Social Darwinism and Social Gospel)

Topic Outline – Urban Society in the Late Nineteenth Century:

7. Urbanization and the lure of the city

8. City problems and machine politics

9. Intellectual and cultural movements and popular entertainment

Readings:

Chapter 16: The Conquest of the Far West (555-591)

Chapter 17: Industrial Supremacy (595-622)

Chapter 18: The Age of the City (625-659)

Unit 10: Populism and Progressivism
January 3-6/January 9-13/January 17-20
Topic Outline – Populism and Progressivism:

6. Agrarian discontent and political issues of the late nineteenth century

7. Origins of Progressive reform: municipal, state, and national

8. Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson as Progressive presidents

9. Women’s roles: family, workplace, education, politics, and reform

10. Black America: urban migration and civil rights initiatives

Readings:

Chapter 19: From Stalemate to Crisis (663-687)

Chapter 21: The Rise of Progressivism (717-745)

Chapter 22: The Battle for National Reform (749-773)

Unit 11: The Emergence of America as a World Power

January 23-27/January 30-February 3
Topic Outline – The Emergence of America as a World Power:

1. American imperialism: political and economic expansion

2. War in Europe and American neutrality

3. The First World War at home and abroad

4. Treaty of Versailles

5. Society and economy in the postwar years

Readings:

Chapter 20: The Imperial Republic (691-713)

Chapter 23: America and the Great War (775-805)

Unit 12: The New Era: 1920s and

The Great Depression and the New Deal
February 6-10/February 13-17/February 20-24
Topic Outline – The New Era: 1920s:

1. The business of America and the consumer economy

2. Republican politics: Harding, Coolidge, Hoover

3. The culture of Modernism: science, the arts, and entertainment

4. Responses to Modernism: religious fundamentalism, nativism, and Prohibition

5. The ongoing struggle or equality: African Americans and women

Topic Outline – The Great Depression and the New Deal:

6. Causes of the Great Depression

7. The Hoover administration’s response

8. Franklin Delano Roosevelt and the New Deal

9. Labor and union recognition

10. The New Deal coalition and its critics from the Right and Left

11. Surviving hard times: American society during the Great Depression

Readings

Chapter 24: “The New Era” (809-837)

Chapter 25: The Great Depression (841-872)

Chapter 26: The New Deal (875-903)

Unit 13: The Second World War and

The Home Front During the War

February 27-March 2/March 5-9
Topic Outline – The Second World War:

1. The rise of fascism and militarism in Japan, Italy, and Germany

2. Prelude to war: policy of neutrality

3. The attack on Pearl Harbor and United States declaration of war

4. Fighting a multifront war

5. Diplomacy, war aims, and wartime conferences

6. The United States as a global power in the Atomic Age

Topic Outline – The Home Front During the War:

7. Wartime mobilization of the economy

8. Urban migration and demographic changes

9. Women, work, and family during the war

10. Civil liberties and civil rights during wartime

11. War and regional development

12. Expansion of government power

Readings:

Chapter 27: The Global Crisis, 1921-1941 (907-927)

Chapter 28: America in a World at War (931-959)

Unit 14: The United States and the Early Cold War, the 1950s and the Turbulent 1960s
March 19-23/March 26-30
Topic Outline – The United States and the Early Cold War:

1. Origins of the Cold War

2. Truman and containment

3. The Cold War in Asia: China, Korea, Vietnam, Japan

4. Diplomatic strategies and policies of the Eisenhower and Kennedy administrations

5. The Red Scare and McCarthyism

6. Impact of the Cold War on American society

Topic Outline – The 1950s:

7. Emergence of the modern civil rights movement

8. The affluent society and “the other America”

9. Consensus and conformity: suburbia and middle-class America

10. Social critics, nonconformists, and cultural rebels

11. Impact of changes in science, technology, and medicine

Topic Outline – The Turbulent 1960s:

12. From the New Frontier to the Great Society

13. Expanding movements for civil rights

14. Cold War confrontations: Asia, Latin America, and Europe

15. Beginning of Détente

16. The antiwar movement and the counterculture

Readings:

Chapter 29: The Cold War (963-989)

Chapter 30: The Affluent Society (993-1027)

Chapter 31: The Ordeal of Liberalism (1031-1064)

Unit 15: The End of the Twentieth Century and

The United States in the Post-Cold War World
April 2-5/April 9-13
Topic Outline – Politics and Economics at the End of the Twentieth Century:

1. The election of 1968 and the “Silent Majority”

2. Nixon’s challenges: Vietnam, China, Watergate

3. Changes in the American economy: the energy crisis, deindustrialization, and the service economy

4. The New Right and the Reagan Revolution

5. End of the Cold War

Topic Outline – Society and Culture at the End of the Twentieth Century:

6. Demographic changes: surge of immigration after 1965, Sunbelt migration, and the graying of America

7. Revolutions in biotechnology, mass consumption, and computers

8. Politics in a multicultural society

Topic Outline – The United States in the Post-Cold War World:

9. Globalization and the American economy

10. Unilateralism vs. multilateralism in foreign policy

11. Domestic and foreign terrorism

12. Environmental issues in a global context

Readings:

Chapter 32: The Crisis of Authority (1067-1102)

Chapter 33: The Age of Limits (1105-1125)

Chapter 34: Modern Times (1127-1159)

AP Exam Review (Extra Days for Uncovered Material)
April 16-20
TAKS Exam Week
April 23-27
APUSH Review
April 30-May 4/May 7-10
APUSH Exam Day
May 11
AP Dead Week
May 14-18
AP Project and Presentations 
May 21-25
Final Exam Week
May 29-June 1
Classroom Policies 

Grading Scale and Weights:  

Typically, around 20 grades will be given per 6 weeks.  Late work will not be tolerated.  Absent students are responsible for all work missed.  

Grading will be broken down the following way:

Tests/Papers-50%



Daily Work (Maps/Reading Charts/Readings/Quizzes (Double Daily Grade))-50%
All grading and attendance policies will be followed as stated in the Kaufman ISD student handbook.
Accountability and Independent Learning

You are responsible for reading and studying the textbook American History-A Survey (as well as other readings).  There will be a daily calendar located on my teacher webpage at the beginning of each six weeks (and you will be given a hard copy of the calendar) to assist you in this progress; you will also be given a reading guide for each chapter that will be turned in for a daily grade.  While some of the textbook will be discussed in detail through our class discussions, seminars, and debates, some of it will be covered through independent learning.
Attendance and Promptness

Attendance and promptness is mandatory and part of the course grade

Arrive on time and be in your seat BEFORE the bell rings

Tardies will be disciplined as listed in the Kaufman ISD student handbook.  This will also affect your bellwork grade.

Absences that are unexcused are considered truant and work missed will be counted late (Student handbook)
Beginning and End of Class

Arrive in class and be in your seat working on bellwork BEFORE the bell rings

Work on bell work in notebooks while roll is being taken

Wait quietly for class to begin

DO NOT put your work away until instructed to do so by Coach Ishee (AN ABSOLUTE MUST)

The bell DOES NOT excuse you – you will be excused by Coach Ishee
Talking

There will be times when talking will be acceptable, even encouraged (i.e. class discussions, group work)

There will also be times when you must be recognized before speaking (i.e. class lectures and discussions, presentations, individual work)

Please be respectful of others as they are contributing to the class

Please be respectful of the classroom environment.  Do not bring drama, rumors, insults, and lewdness into my classroom.
Restroom Privileges

Going to the restroom is a privilege that will be revoked if abused.

· Take care of all personal business before coming to class.  i.e. nurse, office, etc.
You may NOT go the restroom during the first 10 minutes or last 10 minutes of class

You may NOT go to the restroom during class activities (i.e. lectures, discussions, presentations)

Only one person may use the bathroom pass at a time
Turning in Homework/Reading Questions

Turn all homework and reading questions in to the box on the day the assignments are due

Make-up Work

You will have the number of days that you were absent to make up any late work (School Policy)

Please identify the following information on your late work: a) due date of the assignment, b)date(s) absent, and c) date the assignment is turned in

Make-up quizzes/tests will be given at my discretion

Food and Drinks

Food will NOT allowed during class time

Drinks must be in spill-proof container (water only)
Cell Phones, IPODS, and Other Electronics

· All purses and backpacks will be zipped and removed from the desk and placed under your desk.

· Cell Phones will not be used in class.  If seen, they will be taken up and disciplined in the school handbook.  This is non-negotiable.

· IPODS, CD Players, and any electronic devices will be taken up if brought to class.

· No letters will be written or read in my class.  I have the right to take them up!

Academic Integrity

Cheating will NOT be tolerated, and there will be consequences.

All reading questions, homework, class assignments, quizzes, tests, and papers must be completed individually and NOT copied from another source (i.e. the internet or other students)

Cheating will result in a zero for the assignment, referral, a call home to your parent(s)/guardian(s), and serious damage to your personal integrity and character

· Violations of any of these rules may lead to removal from AP United States History.

Classroom Procedures

1. Bellwork:  On a weekly basis, students will be required to keep up with their bellwork.  Each day, students will begin the class with a bellwork question.  It will typically be a AP Exam/TAKS based question for review.  Students will be required to turn in bellworks with classroom notes by chapters.

2. Reading Questions and Quizzes:  Students will be expected to have read and comprehended material before covered in class.  One of the most critical skills students must learn is reading comprehension.  Students will receive a study guide every chapter or unit covering the reading material.  Students will be responsible for the study guides and notes for quizzes.

3. Essays:  Students will practice essay writing every 6 weeks in class.  Students will learn to write essays in preparation for AP Exam.  Essays will include document-based essays, changes over time essays, comparison essays, and free response essays..

4. APUSH Notebook:  Students are required to keep a notebook for class.  This helps the student keep important material together.  Students will be given a Table of Contents and Calendar every six weeks.
5. Notes:  Each chapter, students will be required to adapt Cornell Note taking strategies to your reading.  The purpose of this format is to bridge note taking from home, lecture notes, and bellwork/microthemes throughout the chapter.  The goal is to create organization on important AP Topics and Themes. 
6. Participation: Participation will come in many forms in this class, and you need to be prepared to participate in all forms.  You should plan to be an active part of the class through thinking, learning and responding.  Participation includes being prepared for class, interacting with peers appropriately, and contributing ideas to class discussions and activities.
7. Analysis:  History is not black and white and memorizing facts.  It will be up to you to dig deeper through reading, discussion, and active classroom participation
Tips For Success

1. Everyone can succeed.  It takes motivation, discipline, and organization

2. To get respect, you must respect others

3. Hard work pays off in the end

4. Don’t Blurt Out…THINK!

5. You are now a High School Student!  Act like one!!!!

6. Daily attendance is the key to success
7. Get a planner so you can schedule studying and completion of projects. Remember you have many classes that will demand much of your time, the better planning the easier your academic year will be.
8. Never wait until the last day to do any project or assignment, no matter how easy it seems.
9. Always talk to the teacher about problems related to assignments and projects.
10. If you need any help in class, please attend tutoring. I am available during lunch and after school by appointment.
AA Page for Parents

Dear Parents,

I would like to welcome you to the current school year. I am very happy to have the opportunity to be your child’s teacher. As an educator, I believe that all children deserve the opportunity to be successful in the classroom. Together we can achieve this goal. If ever you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. I look forward to working with you this year.

I believe history should not be memorizing names and dates, nor should it be a series of endless droning lectures. The course is based on addressing the why we live in one of the most powerful nations in the world with a rich history.  We live in a nation that has a wide range of diversity, industry, economic outputs, and a tendency to rise to the occasion in times of crisis.  We must learn history so that we can learn from our past so we don’t repeat our same mistakes.

Follow the adventure of your student as they move throughout the course. Don’t just ask about grades, find out what we are studying.  Who knows, you might find many of the topics interest you also.

Feel free to email or call me in regards to your child’s progress through the course.

Many of you may be new to the concept of Advanced Placement, so I thought these reasons best explain why your child should take a more rigorous course load in high school.

Ten Reasons Why Parents Should Encourage Students to Take Advanced Placement Courses

1. Students study a subject in greater depth and are in classes with other students who are enthusiastic about sharing ideas and concepts in academically rigorous ways.

2. Students who take AP courses are usually more prepared to do college work because they have learned and practiced important learning and study skills.

3. Students who succeed in AP courses and exams know that they have the ability to succeed in college, which helps them have the confidence to take more difficult and demanding courses.

4. Students who are successful in AP courses often enter college as sophomores. Over 1,400 institutions in the United States grant a full year’s credit to students who have enough credits from taking AP courses and exams.

5. Students who take AP courses often look at things differently. They often have experiences that broaden their horizons and provide them with new insights into their own skills and interests.

6. Students who take the AP examination may have the $77 exam fee waived through a variety of state, federal and non-profit programs.

7. Students who take AP courses improve their chances of getting into competitive colleges.

8. Students who take AP courses and exams increase their options at college. They may be able to take upper level courses in their field of interest or complete their undergraduate degrees in less than four years thus saving money on college tuition.

9. Students who excel in AP courses may receive a Scholar Award from the College Board.

10. Most importantly, students who take AP courses know that they have mastered rigorous academic courses. This knowledge may encourage them to take academic risks that result in significant accomplishments in college and throughout their lives.

All adults should encourage and support students in selecting and succeeding in rigorous courses such as

the Advanced Placement courses.
(from the Connecticut State Department of Education Site)

http://www.state.ct.us/sde/dtl/curriculum/app/ten%20reasons%20why%20parents%20should%20encourage%20students%20to%20take%20advanced%20placement

%20courses.doc
Student Contract (Student Copy)

A success contract is designed to enumerate the responsibilities and expectations of teacher and student. Each signatory to
this agreement agrees to the following items listed below as evidenced by their signatures.

I, Wendell Ishee, as the instructor of Advanced Placement United States History, agree to the following actions to be taken by me to enable success in this course.

I will provide answers to your questions in a variety of ways, which will include your participation.

I will make the class interesting — and sometimes fun.

I will solicit your comments on class activities and your reactions to my methods and try to adopt your suggestions to class

procedures.

I will explain the rationale behind the activities I use in class.

I will not take personally any comments you make in class that are made in the spirit of participation and constructive criticism

or belittle you for asking a question or raising a classroom issue.

I will do everything I can to help you succeed in this course providing you have met your part of the contract.

I will encourage new ideas for approaching the study of AP United States History and will try to include them in class.

__________________________________

Signed, Wendell Ishee

I, ____________________________(Student Name) , hereby agree to the following actions to be taken on my part to insure my success in AP United States History.

If I cannot get the answer to a question or activity, I will not get mad or give up. I will continue working on the section and

complete other activities seriously.

I will take all reviews and practice activities seriously.

I will participate in class activities to the best of my abilities.

I will work with other people in class in groups of varying size.

I will try to help other students as well as ask for help if I need it.

I will seek extra help outside of class from the instructor, early in the semester, if I feel I need it

I understand I am responsible for my learning and following the procedures outlined in Mr. Ishee’s Procedures and Syllabus

Handout.

I will ask for make-up assignments when I miss class.

Date: ____________

 _________________________________ (Student Signature)

_________________________________ (Parent Signature)

__________________ 




__________

Student Name (Last, First)






 Period
STUDENT SUCCESS CONTRACT (TEACHER COPY)
Please sign and return this copy to Coach Ishee by the next class period (A grade for following directions will be given for the success Contract)

A success contract is designed to enumerate the responsibilities and expectations of teacher and student. Each signatory to
this agreement agrees to the following items listed below as evidenced by their signatures.

I, Wendell Ishee, as the instructor of Advanced Placement United States History, agree to the following actions to be taken by me to enable success in this course.

I will provide answers to your questions in a variety of ways, which will include your participation.

I will make the class interesting — and sometimes fun.

I will solicit your comments on class activities and your reactions to my methods and try to adopt your suggestions to class

procedures.

I will explain the rationale behind the activities I use in class.

I will not take personally any comments you make in class that are made in the spirit of participation and constructive criticism

or belittle you for asking a question or raising a classroom issue.

I will do everything I can to help you succeed in this course providing you have met your part of the contract.

I will encourage new ideas for approaching the study of AP United States History and will try to include them in class.

__________________________________

Signed, Wendell Ishee

I, ____________________________(Student Name) , hereby agree to the following actions to be taken on my part to insure my success in AP United States History.

If I cannot get the answer to a question or activity, I will not get mad or give up. I will continue working on the section and

complete other activities seriously.

I will take all reviews and practice activities seriously.

I will participate in class activities to the best of my abilities.

I will work with other people in class in groups of varying size.

I will try to help other students as well as ask for help if I need it.

I will seek extra help outside of class from the instructor, early in the semester, if I feel I need it

I understand I am responsible for my learning and following the procedures outlined in Mr. Ishee’s Procedures and Syllabus

Handout.

I will ask for make-up assignments when I miss class.

Date: ____________

 _________________________________ (Student Signature)

_________________________________ (Parent Signature)

