KAUFMAN HIGH SCHOOL
ADVANCED PLACEMENT UNITED STATES HISTORY
2011-2012 Summer Assignment

Instructor:  Wendell Ishee				
E-Mail:  wishee@kaufmanisd.net					
Website:  http://www.kaufmanisd.net/~wishee

This summer assignment covers the earliest part of the AP US History curriculum. The Summer Assignment will be worth 1 major grade for the 1st Six Weeks.

ASSIGNMENT
Read each chapter and answer the following reading comprehension questions.  Each question must be answered in complete sentences.  You do not have to write the question.

Your answers should:
- Be neatly hand-written in a spiral notebook
- Answers must be in complete sentences.  

Your assignment will be collected and checked on the first day of school.  You will not be allowed to participate in AP United States History if this assignment is not completed.  If you cheat on this assignment, you will be removed from AP United States History.

Purchase the following:  

AMERICAN COLONIES: THE SETTLING OF NORTH AMERICA
Alan Taylor

The first unit that we will investigate in the fall semester is about the American Colonies. This corresponds to Chapter 2-3 in the textbook, American History:  A Survey. You will find this book, American Colonies, by Alan Taylor, a helpful supplement to the textbook. And, as you study the textbook in the fall semester, you will identify some conflicting ideas regarding the historical significance of some events. This can serve as food for, and illustrations of, the thought processes that will help you to be successful in your study of this course.  
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Part One: The Encounters
Chapter One: Natives:
1. What are Taylor’s three ideas in which he argues about migration?
Chapter Two: Colonizers:
1. What caused the expansion of Europe—and why?
2. What were the two major religions of the age of expansion? 
3. Why is the Atlantic Ocean such a central vital environmental concern for the colonizers?
4. What does Taylor say about slavery in the new world?
5. How significant was Renaissance science and technology for the colonizers?
Chapter Three: New Spain. [Using bullets or short paragraphs, summarize Taylor’s assessment of]
· Conquests:
· Conquistadores:
· Consolidation:
· Colonists:
Chapter Four: “The Spanish Frontier”:
1.  Make a list of the achievements of Cabeza de Vaca and Hernando de Soto?
2. What did Coronado do and how does the seven cities myth develop? What happened to his money?
3. Florida became the focus of Spain—why? How?
4. What was the Pueblo Revolt, how did it begin and what happen to cause the fanaticism?
Chapter Five: Canada & Iroquoia 
1. The key for economic development was the fur trade of New France. Why was that so?
2. Analyze and characterize The Five Nations. Who were they?
Part Two: The Colonies
Chapter Six: Virginia 1570-1650
1. Who were the promoters and what did they desire to do?
2. What was the social composition of the Virginia colony?
3. What was the role of Roanoke?
4. Who was Powhatan? What is the character of the Native Americans in the area?
5. Jamestown becomes significant because: 1)___, 2)___, 3)___, 4)___
6. What was the cause of violence?
7. What is the significance of tobacco? Discuss this in detail.
Chapter Seven—Chesapeake Colonies
1. What does it mean to be a commonwealth?
2. Why were labor, health, and profit the driving motives of Chesapeake settlers?
3. What sources of labor were there in the Chesapeake?
4. Discuss the whole issue of the coming of slavery—why, when, from where, and for what purpose?
Chapter Eight—New England
1. Who were the “Puritans”? Why are they so incredibly important to the study of American history?
2. Why were the Puritans concerned with a: Theocracy? Education? Morality? 
3. Why were Puritans concerned over the British Monarchy? Also, with the Anglican Church?
4. What was the “Great Migration all about?”
5. Analyze and compare and contrast family life in New England. Pay attention to the role of women.
6. Why was Massachusetts known as the “Bible Commonwealth” Why all the concern over education?
7. What was the pull of puritans to the New World? From whence came the disputes & discontent?
8. Why was there such a flap over the Witchcraft issue? Where did it occur?
Chapter Nine—Puritans and Indians
1. Discuss the issues and causes of the Pequot War.
2. Why 1676 did war break out as “King Philip’s War?” It eventually became what type of war?
Chapter Ten—The West Indies
1.  In this chapter Taylor takes us off the mainland continent of North America to explore the West Indies—Why? What was the motivation?
2. The development of the sugar industry became the major economic backbone of Indies—why?
3. Taylor boldly declares that sugar was a rich man’s crop. Why, what demand did have outside the western hemisphere? Why the need for commercialization and hence colonization?
4. Discuss the planter aristocracy. 
Chapter Eleven—Carolinas—A Century of Develop: (1670-1760)
1. Who were the colonists? Why did they come, what was their environmental fate?
2. Just as sugar was the crop of the West Indies, so did rice become the crop of Carolinas? Why?
3. Finally, the issue of Georgia is discussed. What role does Oglethorpe play?
Chapter Twelve—Middle Colonies—The 17th Century of Development:
1. What was Taylor’s assessment of the Dutch Empire?
2. What was the status of religious dissenters in the Middle Colonies?
3. Why did “New Netherlands” falter? How did England become the heir of the territories?
4. What is the background account for establishing New Jersey?
5. More important, how did Pennsylvania become the center of the Middle Colonies?
6. What was the status of religion in the Middle Colonies? This is detailed section—why?
Part Three: The Empires: [SECOND HALF OF BOOK]
Hereafter, follow the topics Taylor discusses and outline why they are historically significant and what impact they had on colonial development
Chapter Thirteen—The Revolutions: [1685-1730] 
• Dominion
• Glorious Revolution
• Commerce and Empire
• Finally, does Taylor buy into John Adams argument that the revolution began in the hearts and minds of
the colonists long before the war broke out? Explain.
Chapter Fourteen—The Atlantic Empire [1700-1780]
• English Immigrants
• Scots
• New Negroes
• African Americans
Chapter Fifteen—Awakenings: [1700-1775]
• Revivals
• Whitefield (George)
• Old Lights vs. New Lights—who was what?
• Southern Revivals
Chapter Sixteen—French in America [1650-1750]
• Geography
• Opportunity
• Authority
• Louisiana
Chapter Seventeen—The Great Plains [1680-1800]
• Texas
• Comanche and Apache
• Bourbon Reforms
• The Northern Plains
Chapter Eighteen—Imperial Wars and Crisis [1739-1775]:
• Seven Years War
• Indian Rebellions
• Imperial Crisis
Chapter Nineteen—The Pacific [1760- 1820]
• Transcontinentalism
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