KAUFMAN HIGH SCHOOL
Pre-AP World Geography
2011-2012 Summer Assignment
Instructor:  Wendell Ishee				
E-Mail:  wishee@kaufmanisd.net					
Website:  http://www.kaufmanisd.net/~wishee

This book will prepare you to confront and evaluate history as it relates to Pre AP World Geography
Themes:
1. Impact and Interaction among and within major societies
2. Impact of technology, economics, and demography on people and the environment
3. Systems of social structure and gender structure
4. Cultural, religious, and intellectual developments
5. Changes in functions and structures of states and in attitudes toward states and political identities, including the emergence of the nation state

ASSIGNMENT
Read each chapter and answer the following reading comprehension questions.  Each question must be answered in complete sentences.  You do not have to write the question.
Your answers should:
- Be neatly hand-written in a spiral notebook
- Answers must be in complete sentences.  
Your assignment will be collected and checked on the first day of school.  You will not be allowed to participate in Pre AP World Geography if this assignment is not completed.  If you cheat on this assignment, you will be removed from Pre AP World Geography.
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GUNS, GERMS, AND STEEL
JARED DIAMOND
SUMMER ASSIGNMENT QUESTIONS
Prologue
1. Summarize Yali’s question. This requires mentioning race, intelligence, and the development of technology.
2. Summarize the three main objections to answering Yali’s question.
3. Summarize Diamond’s response to the idea that Europeans may perhaps be more intelligent that New Guineans. Use his major points to support your summary.
Up To The Starting Line
4. What stage in human development does Diamond characterize as the Great Leap Forward?
5. What technological advancement (and give the date) was necessary for the colonization of New Guinea and Australia?
A Natural Experiment of History
6.  What are the main causes of low human population density in many Polynesian islands?  What man-made constructions allowed for increased human population density in islands such as Hawaii?
Collision at Cajamarca
7. If you had witnessed Cajamarca prior to the overthrow of Atahuallpa, explain why you may not have believed Pizarro’s overthrow of the Incas was possible.
To Farm Or Not To Farm
8.  What are the four major factors that allowed farmers to dominate hunters and gatherers?
How To Make An Almond
9. How did the industrial revolution affect the moth population in England?
10. How and where were the fruit trees we have today such as cherries and apples developed for agriculture?
Apples or Indians
11.  What are the major advantages of the Fertile Crescent that predispose this region to early agricultural development?
12. Based upon the preceding chapter, explain why Diamond could be characterized as a cultural or an environmental historian. (Which do you think he see as the driving force in history?)
Zebras and Unhappy Marriages
13.  Explain the many different characteristics of the Anna Karenina principle.
Spacious Sky’s and Tilted Axes
14. Explain the advantage of an east-west continental axis.
15. How does the north-south axis prevent diffusion of crops?
Lethal Gift of Livestock
16.  What evolutionary benefit do microbes derive from making humans sick in bizarre ways?
17. Give an example how the evolutionary process of natural selection has resulted in immunity to certain diseases.
18. What are the four characteristics of “epidemic” diseases that cause them to die out and not reappear for a long period of time?
19. Why does it make sense that slow developing/spreading diseases such as leprosy and polio, must be the oldest diseases in the history of mankind?
20. What aspects of farming civilizations make them more adept at sustaining the development of infectious crowd diseases?
21. Explain why the exchange of diseases from the old world (Europe) and the new world (America) was so one-sided (America got killed off, not Europe). In doing so, make sure to explain exactly what is a “social” animal.
Blueprints and Borrowed Letters
22. What is the importance of a writing system to a civilization?
From Egalitarianism to Kleptocracy
23. Besides maintaining the status quo of kleptocracy, how else does religion in a practical sense, serve society?
24. Why do societies merge?
How China Became Chinese
25.  What major factor of unification allows for a smooth flow of technology and crops from all parts of East Asia?
26. What geographic difference in China was easier to overcome than it was in other areas such as the Americas and Africa?
Speedboat to Polynesia
27.  Summarize the dates and cultures that were transported during the Polynesian migrations.
Hemispheres Colliding
28.  What were the four reasons the Eurasians were able to conquer the Americans after 1492?
How Africa Became Black
29. Why is the American conception of race in Africa useless?
30. How did the Europeans conquer and enslave the Africans, not the other way around?
31. What major barrier divides Africa from Eurasia?
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