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Introduction

There are two primary purposes of this course; they are (1) meet the standards of the State of Texas in the subject of “World Geography” by passing the State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) Test while (2) simultaneously preparing the student to take further AP classes in the Social Studies Department by adding elements of Human Geography and AP World History.
Purpose

In World Geography we will study the various world regions and contemporary cultures. We will learn about the physical and political geographies of North America, South America, Europe, Russia, Africa, Southwest Asia, South Asia, East Asia, Australia and Oceania. We will use a variety of geographic tools to create maps, graphs, and charts. Skills necessary for social studies, such as comparing/contrasting, researching, documenting patterns and expressing ideas will be used daily.
STAAR Standards

· The student will demonstrate an understanding of the ways geography influences history, political systems, political activity and civic processes.
· The student will demonstrate an understanding of Earth’s physical and human patterns, characteristics and processes that affect people, places and environments.
· The student will demonstrate an understanding of the patterns, characteristics and processes of cultures.
· The student will demonstrate an understanding of how resources, economic activities, economic systems, and issues are related to economic and technological development.
End of Course Assessments

In 2007 Senate Bill 1031 was enacted, which called for the development of “end-of-course assessment instruments for secondary-level courses in Algebra I, Algebra II, geometry, biology, chemistry, physics, English I, English II, English III, world geography, world history and United States history.” The purpose of the end-of-course (EOC) assessments is to measure students’ academic performance in core high school courses and to become part of the graduation requirements beginning with the freshman class of 2011–2012. The EOC assessments for lower-level courses must include questions to determine readiness for advanced coursework. The assessments for higher-level courses must include a series of special purpose questions to measure college readiness and the need for developmental coursework in higher education. In addition, a student’s score on each EOC assessment will be worth 15% of the student’s final grade for that course.

The Pre-AP Geography course will highlight the nature of change in international frameworks and their causes and consequences, as well as comparisons among major societies.  Building on the foundation of geographical, cultural, institutional, and technological precedents that define the human condition.  This curriculum is being created to include the development of analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary for AP-World History.

Students will analyze, interpret, and use primary sources, maps, and other graphic evidence of events to support positions.  Students will practice expressing themselves with clarity and precision while mastering the free response essay formats needed to pass AP Exams.  Research and writing skills are an integral part of the Pre-AP Curriculum.  These courses are taught and graded at the college level and require a high degree of commitment and responsibility.  (This is not to scare anyone away, It will be my job to prepare you for standards required in a Pre-AP and AP course.)

How do I know if Geography is for me and How does it relate to me and my environment.
 

1.   Are you curious about places? 

If so, geography channels this interest into a rigorous study of the makeup of places and what makes them tick. 

2. Do you like to study maps? 

The geographer’s first inclination is to put information on a map in order to see how it looks spatially. 

3. Do you prefer the window seat on airplanes? 

Geography tries to explain the constantly-changing patterns of human activity and natural phenomena on the landscape. 

4. Are you interested in foreign areas? 

Many geographers specialize in a particular part of the world such as Latin America, Europe, Asia, or Africa. 

5. Do you like to work outside? 

Many geographers obtain their basic data from field investigation in environments that range from wilderness areas to cities. 

6. Are you a problem solver? 

As scientists, geographers are naturally curious about how the world is arranged. They ask lots of questions about why things are located the way they are and then they try to answer those questions. 

7. Are you good at seeing connections among seemingly unrelated processes? 

One of geography’s strengths is its ability to integrate ideas about human behavior, social institution, and the natural environment. 

8. Can you adapt to rapid technological change? 

Geography has been buffeted by monumental changes in technology. Geographical Information Systems (GIS) have revolutionized the way geographers collect, store, analyze, and present spatial information. 

9. Do you try to see the big picture? 

Geographers look at how places interact with each other, and how they are influenced by larger, more global forces. 

10. Are you interested in connections between people and the environment? 

Geographers see the world as the human habitat, one that we have transformed and that has transformed us. 

Geography is the study of place, or space, in the same sense that history is the study of time. Its study of human-land relationships and spatial interactions has always been of general interest, but Geography has added importance today due to the many environmental and economic challenges faced in today’s world. 
 It is the study of where people, places, & things are located and how they relate to each other. 
Tips For Success

1. Everyone can succeed.  It takes motivation, discipline, and organization

2. To get respect, you must respect others

3. Hard work pays off in the end

4. Don’t Blurt Out…THINK!

5. You are now a High School Student!  Act like one!!!!

6. Daily attendance is the key to success
7. Get a planner so you can schedule studying and completion of projects. Remember you have many classes that will demand much of your time, the better planning the easier your academic year will be.
8. Never wait until the last day to do any project or assignment, no matter how easy it seems.
9. Always talk to the teacher about problems related to assignments and projects.
10. If you need any help in class, please attend tutoring. I am available during lunch and after school by appointment.
Pre-AP World Geography Syllabus

Fall Semester:

Unit 1 - Basic Geography Concepts

A. History and development of human geography as a discipline

B. Five themes of geography

C. Spatial distribution

D. Geographic tools

E. Geographic perspective

Unit 2 - Population Geography

A. Population trends

B. Economic systems

C. Economic indicators

D. Industry

Unit 3 - Culture

A. Language

B. Religion

C. Migration

D. Social customs

Unit 4 - Natural Forces

A. Atmosphere

B. Biosphere

C. Lithosphere

D. Hydrosphere

E. Natural resources

Unit 5 – United States and Canada Geography

A. Physical features
Spring Semester:

Regional studies of the world

A. North Africa
B. Middle East/Southwest Asia
C. Sub Sahara Africa
D. South Asia
E. East Asia
F. Southeast Asia
G Australia
H. Oceania and Antarctica
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B. Climate & vegetation

C. Ancient history to pre-colonization

D. Colonization to Reconstruction

E. Modern History

F. Political Systems

Regional Studies of the World

A. Latin America

B. Europe

C. Russia and the Republics

 Classroom Policies 

Grading Scale and Weights:  

Typically, around 20 grades will be given per 6 weeks.  Late work will not be tolerated.  Absent students are responsible for all work missed.  

Grading will be broken down the following way:

Tests/Papers/Projects-50%



Daily Work (Maps/Reading Charts/Readings/Quizzes (Double Daily Grade))-50%
All grading and attendance policies will be followed as stated in the Kaufman ISD student handbook.
Accountability and Independent Learning

You are responsible for reading and studying the textbook World Geography (as well as other readings).  There will be a daily calendar located on my teacher webpage at the beginning of each six weeks (and you will be given a hard copy of the calendar) to assist you in this progress; you will also be given a reading guide for each chapter that will be turned in for a daily grade.  While some of the textbook will be discussed in detail through our class discussions, seminars, and debates, some of it will be covered through independent learning.
Attendance and Promptness

Attendance and promptness is mandatory and part of the course grade

Arrive on time and be in your seat BEFORE the bell rings

Tardies will be disciplined as listed in the Kaufman ISD student handbook.  This will also affect your bellwork grade.

Absences that are unexcused are considered truant and work missed will be counted late (Student handbook)
Beginning and End of Class

Arrive in class and be in your seat working on bellwork BEFORE the bell rings

Work on bell work in notebooks while roll is being taken

Wait quietly for class to begin

DO NOT put your work away until instructed to do so by Coach Ishee (AN ABSOLUTE MUST)

The bell DOES NOT excuse you – you will be excused by Coach Ishee
Talking

There will be times when talking will be acceptable, even encouraged (i.e. class discussions, group work)

There will also be times when you must be recognized before speaking (i.e. class lectures and discussions, presentations, individual work)

Please be respectful of others as they are contributing to the class

Please be respectful of the classroom environment.  Do not bring drama, rumors, insults, and lewdness into my classroom.
Restroom Privileges

Going to the restroom is a privilege that will be revoked if abused.

· Take care of all personal business before coming to class.  i.e. nurse, office, etc.
You may NOT go the restroom during the first 10 minutes or last 10 minutes of class

You may NOT go to the restroom during class activities (i.e. lectures, discussions, presentations)

Only one person may use the bathroom pass at a time
Turning in Homework/Reading Questions

Turn all homework and reading questions in to the box on the day the assignments are due

Make-up Work

You will have the number of days that you were absent to make up any late work (School Policy)

Please identify the following information on your late work: a) due date of the assignment, b)date(s) absent, and c) date the assignment is turned in

Make-up quizzes/tests will be given at my discretion

Food and Drinks

Food will NOT allowed during class time

Drinks must be in spill-proof container (water only)
Cell Phones, IPODS, and Other Electronics

· All purses and backpacks will be zipped and removed from the desk and placed under your desk.

· Cell Phones will not be used in class.  If seen, they will be taken up and disciplined in the school handbook.  This is non-negotiable.

· IPODS, CD Players, and any electronic devices will be taken up if brought to class.

· No letters will be written or read in my class.  I have the right to take them up!

Academic Integrity

Cheating will NOT be tolerated, and there will be consequences.

All reading questions, homework, class assignments, quizzes, tests, and papers must be completed individually and NOT copied from another source (i.e. the internet or other students)

Cheating will result in a zero for the assignment, referral, a call home to your parent(s)/guardian(s), and serious damage to your personal integrity and character

· Violations of any of these rules may lead to removal from AP United States History.

Classroom Procedures

1. Bellwork:  On a weekly basis, students will be required to keep up with their bellwork.  Each day, students will begin the class with a bellwork question.  It will typically be a AP Exam/TAKS based question for review.  Students will be required to turn in 5 bellworks at the end of each full week.

2. Reading Questions and Quizzes:  Students will be expected to have read and comprehended material before covered in class.  One of the most critical skills students must learn is reading comprehension.  Students will receive a study guide every chapter or unit covering the reading material.  Students will be responsible for the study guides and notes for quizzes.

3. Essays:  Students will practice essay writing every 6 weeks in class.  Students will learn to write essays in preparation for future AP Exams.  Essays will include document-based essays, changes over time essays, comparison essays, and free response essays..

4. PAP Geography Notebook:  Students are required to keep a notebook for class.  This helps the student keep important material together.  Students will be given a Table of Contents and Calendar every six weeks.
5. Projects/Readings:  Each Six Weeks, students will be given a class project or readings to complete outside of class.  Details will come each six weeks. (Readings might cover 2 six weeks).

6. Participation: Participation will come in many forms in this class, and you need to be prepared to participate in all forms.  You should plan to be an active part of the class through thinking, learning and responding.  Participation includes being prepared for class, interacting with peers appropriately, and contributing ideas to class discussions and activities.

7. Analysis:  There are many elements to geography and is not necessarily black and white and memorizing facts.  It will be up to you to dig deeper through reading, discussion, and active classroom participation.
8. Notes:  Each chapter, students will be required to adapt Cornell Note taking strategies to your reading.  The purpose of this format is to bridge note taking from home, lecture notes, and bellwork/microthemes throughout the chapter.  The goal is to create organization on important AP Topics and Themes. 

AA Page for Parents

Dear Parents,

I would like to welcome you to the current school year. I am very happy to have the opportunity to be your child’s teacher. As an educator, I believe that all children deserve the opportunity to be successful in the classroom. Together we can achieve this goal. If ever you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. I look forward to working with you this year.

I believe history should not be memorizing names and dates, nor should it be a series of endless droning lectures. The course is based on addressing the why we live in one of the most powerful nations in the world with a rich history.  We live in a nation that has a wide range of diversity, industry, economic outputs, and a tendency to rise to the occasion in times of crisis.  We must learn history so that we can learn from our past so we don’t repeat our same mistakes.

Follow the adventure of your student as they move throughout the course. Don’t just ask about grades, find out what we are studying.  Who knows, you might find many of the topics interest you also.

Feel free to email or call me in regards to your child’s progress through the course.

Many of you may be new to the concept of Advanced Placement, so I thought these reasons best explain why your child should take a more rigorous course load in high school.

Ten Reasons Why Parents Should Encourage Students to Take Advanced Placement Courses

1. Students study a subject in greater depth and are in classes with other students who are enthusiastic about sharing ideas and concepts in academically rigorous ways.

2. Students who take AP courses are usually more prepared to do college work because they have learned and practiced important learning and study skills.

3. Students who succeed in AP courses and exams know that they have the ability to succeed in college, which helps them have the confidence to take more difficult and demanding courses.

4. Students who are successful in AP courses often enter college as sophomores. Over 1,400 institutions in the United States grant a full year’s credit to students who have enough credits from taking AP courses and exams.

5. Students who take AP courses often look at things differently. They often have experiences that broaden their horizons and provide them with new insights into their own skills and interests.

6. Students who take the AP examination may have the $77 exam fee waived through a variety of state, federal and non-profit programs.

7. Students who take AP courses improve their chances of getting into competitive colleges.

8. Students who take AP courses and exams increase their options at college. They may be able to take upper level courses in their field of interest or complete their undergraduate degrees in less than four years thus saving money on college tuition.

9. Students who excel in AP courses may receive a Scholar Award from the College Board.

10. Most importantly, students who take AP courses know that they have mastered rigorous academic courses. This knowledge may encourage them to take academic risks that result in significant accomplishments in college and throughout their lives.

All adults should encourage and support students in selecting and succeeding in rigorous courses such as

the Advanced Placement courses.
(from the Connecticut State Department of Education Site)

http://www.state.ct.us/sde/dtl/curriculum/app/ten%20reasons%20why%20parents%20should%20encourage%20students%20to%20take%20advanced%20placement

%20courses.doc
Student Contract (Student Copy)

A success contract is designed to enumerate the responsibilities and expectations of teacher and student. Each signature to
this agreement agrees to the following items listed below as evidenced by their signatures.

I, Wendell Ishee, as the instructor of Pre-AP World Geography, agree to the following actions to be taken by me to enable success in this course.

I will provide answers to your questions in a variety of ways, which will include your participation.

I will make the class interesting — and sometimes fun.

I will solicit your comments on class activities and your reactions to my methods and try to adopt your suggestions to class

procedures.

I will explain the rationale behind the activities I use in class.

I will not take personally any comments you make in class that are made in the spirit of participation and constructive criticism

or belittle you for asking a question or raising a classroom issue.

I will do everything I can to help you succeed in this course providing you have met your part of the contract.

I will encourage new ideas for approaching the study of Pre-AP World Geography and will try to include them in class.

__________________________________

Signed, Wendell Ishee

I, ____________________________(Student Name) , hereby agree to the following actions to be taken on my part to insure my success in Pre-AP World Geography.

If I cannot get the answer to a question or activity, I will not get mad or give up. I will continue working on the section and

complete other activities seriously.

I will take all reviews and practice activities seriously.

I will participate in class activities to the best of my abilities.

I will work with other people in class in groups of varying size.

I will try to help other students as well as ask for help if I need it.

I will seek extra help outside of class from the instructor, early in the semester, if I feel I need it

I understand I am responsible for my learning and following the procedures outlined in Mr. Ishee’s Procedures and Syllabus

Handout.

I will ask for make-up assignments when I miss class.

Date: ____________

 _________________________________ (Student Signature)

_________________________________ (Parent Signature)

__________________ 




__________

Student Name (Last, First)






 Period
STUDENT SUCCESS CONTRACT (TEACHER COPY)
Please sign and return this copy to Coach Ishee by the next class period (A grade for following directions will be given for the success Contract)

A success contract is designed to enumerate the responsibilities and expectations of teacher and student. Each signature to
this agreement agrees to the following items listed below as evidenced by their signatures.

I, Wendell Ishee, as the instructor of Pre-AP World Geography, agree to the following actions to be taken by me to enable success in this course.

I will provide answers to your questions in a variety of ways, which will include your participation.

I will make the class interesting — and sometimes fun.

I will solicit your comments on class activities and your reactions to my methods and try to adopt your suggestions to class

procedures.

I will explain the rationale behind the activities I use in class.

I will not take personally any comments you make in class that are made in the spirit of participation and constructive criticism

or belittle you for asking a question or raising a classroom issue.

I will do everything I can to help you succeed in this course providing you have met your part of the contract.

I will encourage new ideas for approaching the study of Pre-AP World Geography and will try to include them in class.

__________________________________

Signed, Wendell Ishee

I, ____________________________(Student Name) , hereby agree to the following actions to be taken on my part to insure my success in Pre-AP World Geography.

If I cannot get the answer to a question or activity, I will not get mad or give up. I will continue working on the section and

complete other activities seriously.

I will take all reviews and practice activities seriously.

I will participate in class activities to the best of my abilities.

I will work with other people in class in groups of varying size.

I will try to help other students as well as ask for help if I need it.

I will seek extra help outside of class from the instructor, early in the semester, if I feel I need it

I understand I am responsible for my learning and following the procedures outlined in Mr. Ishee’s Procedures and Syllabus

Handout.

I will ask for make-up assignments when I miss class.

Date: ____________

 _________________________________ (Student Signature)

_________________________________ (Parent Signature)

